
Peter Uptonõs Building and 

Renovation Supplies donates  

whale-sized $12,500 ! 
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Tasmanian Businessman Peter Upton, owner of Uptons 

Building and Renovation Supplies in Hobart  for his generous 
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donated $12,500 to buy 30 whale rescue mats. 
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The donation was inspired by his sister, Pauline Shirley -a 

first response team member, who recognized that mats are 

the most vital component of equipment used in remote 

whale rescue. Mats are expensive but essential -the only 

way for teams of volunteers to safely lift these  mammals 

back into the water. They will go to the stranding hotspots 

of Strahan, King, Flinders, Bruny and Maria Islands, where 

WILDCARE First Response Whale Rescue Teams are being  

established . 

Whilst  80% of Australian whale strandings occur in  in  

Tasmania , the odds for successful rescues have improved 
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inspiration to our  community !  
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Welcome to our first issue -  

Whale Rescue First Response 

This and future issues will  keep you  up -to-date 

with the  activities of those involved in the res-

cue of whales and dolphins around Tasmania.  

 

Providing  you with interesting facts about 

whale and dolphins, (cetaceans) , it will keep you 

abreast of information that will enable you to 

perform in your role as a rescue volunteer.   

(ÍɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÙÌÈËÐÕÎɯÛÏÐÚɯÕÌÞÚÓÌÛÛÌÙȮɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯÑÖÐÕÌËɯ

more than 200 people Tasmania ɬwide trained as 

First Response volunteers within the WILD-

CARE Inc. general membership of 3000 people . 

Whale rescue groups are ready-for -action in  

8 locations  around Tasmania; Stanley, King   

Island, Launceston, Narawntapu,  Freycinet,  

Eastern Shore and Southern Group. 

Above: (Left to right ) WILDCARE coordinator Andrew Smith,  
whale rescue trainer, Ingrid Albion, Peter Upton and  son 
Kane Upton display a whale mat , one of 30 donated by Peter.                              

PHOTO : Liz Wren  
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PHOTO LEFT : Having a whale of a time !ï volunteers get a free 

ride to the water at Lauderdale Beach. Source : Nicola Wright 
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Getting YOU active ... 
We are seeking key people from each location to 

form a Central Coordinating Group to support 

the  ongoing  activities and  communications of 

the network.  

Activities could  include fundraising, rescue gear 
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shared recreations...etc.) and getting the message 

out to local volunteers and coordinating site  

 attendance  after the Wildcare initial  

ȿÊÈÓÓ-to-ÈÊÛÐÖÕɀȭɯ 

 

Ideas  on improving YOUR involvement ?  

Please contact us : 

 

Ingrid Albion, 
Interpretation and Education Officer,  

Tasmanian Parks & Wildlife Service  , 

TEL: 62333 807 (part-time)  

MOB: 0428130022 (best contact ) 

OR  

Andrew Smith,  
Manager Community Programs,  

Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service,  

Tel:  0362 332852 

MOB: 0419 361 876 

 

...Help us to get You active  

Call of the Wild:   

How you will hear from us when  

there is a stranding. 

The data base of WILDCARE Inc.-registered volunteers, 

is used to know WHO to call in the event of a whale or 

dolphin stranding.  

Notification of a stranding will occur via email.  

Wildcare Volunteer Coordinators will contact Whale  

Rescue First Response Team volunteers to put them on 

standby. Volunteers can confirm their availability by text.  

On-the-scene decisions are  made by technical  

experts from Parks and Wildlife Service or Resource 

Management  Branch of Department of Primary  

Industries , Parks, Water and Environment to see if  

volunteers are required - and how many.  
 

Volunteers attending  a stranding who  have received 

Whale Rescue Training , will be preferred. All volunteers  

must be registered on the day and will be issued an arm 

bracelet which gives them access to the  stranding. 

Lauderdale volunteers learn whale floating skills using  Ingrid 

Albionôs Inflatable whale  ,PHOTO : Nicola Wright 

New First Response Team established 
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On March 30 this year after a recent mass stranding of 

pilot whales on the island , over 30 King Islanders  

received First Response Whale Rescue training conducted 

by Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS) -

supported by  Cradle Coast NRM and funded by a  

Caring For Our Country grant.  

Chris Arthur provided the Incident Control training.  
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